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Top 100 Cookbooks of the Last 25 Years

We're picking the best 100 cookbooks of the past 25 years. Stay tuned for the winners in different categories
each month through November 2012.

Next year is Cooking Light's 25th anniversary, and by 2012 more
than 50,000 cookbooks will have been published in the U.S. in a
quarter century. Since our launch there’s been a furious boiling up
of interest in food, restaurants, ingredients. Chefs left their

i cloistered kitchens to become media superstars. Nutrition “rules”
: COOKBOOL were made, then overtumed, and healthy cooking blossomed.

5§ Howion wm | Then the Internet supernova rocked the publishing world. Yet

i Fverything | . T

= 2 = cookbooks keep coming, and as some book categories wilt, this
one is amazingly resilient.

Cooks love books for their ability to inspire, entertain, excite,

soothe, teach—and for their beauty as physical objects. The best

,flrl..:.l.!'.:m't. BES 1 are thrilling, whether they’re eye-opening explorations of a single
subject, seminal overviews, or beautiful obsessions.

As we contemplate turning 25, we decided to pick our favorite
100 cookbooks, which we’'ll unveil over the next year across 15
categories. We looked at best-seller and awards lists, and talked

Categories to editors, authors, and experts. For consideration, books had to
November 2011: GENERAL COOKBOOKS be published in the United States since 1987 and either be in
December 2011: BAKING print or easily available online. Winners emerged after passionate
January/February 2012: HEALTHY debate about voice, originality, beauty, importance, and a clear
March 2012: ASIAN mission or vision. Yes, we tested the recipes. Finally, we asked:
April 2012: FRENCH To whom would you give this book? (Probably another Cooking
June 2012: LATIN AMERICAN Light reader: Our research shows you are omnivorous cookbook
July 2012: : AMERICAN consumers.)

August 2012: SINGLE-SUBJECT

September 2012: VEGETARIAN AND VEGAN
October 2012: WEEKNIGHT COOKING
November 2012: ITALIAN

One note about health: There is a healthy-books category (to be
revealed in January), but we did not apply a health lens when
judging other categories. Almost all cookbooks can be
incorporated into a healthy diet by a judicious cook.

| From the November 2011 Issue

Printed from:
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/top-100-cookbooks-00412000073148/

www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/top-100-cookbooks-00412000073148/print-index.html 1/2


http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/top-100-cookbooks-00412000073148/
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-general-cookbooks-00412000073151
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-baking-books-00412000073648
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-healthy-cookbooks-00412000073863/
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-asian-cookbooks-00412000074369
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-french-cookbooks-00412000074748/
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-latin-american-cookbooks-00412000075721
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-american-cookbooks-00412000076223/
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-single-subject-cookbooks-00412000076717/
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-vegetarian-vegan-cookbooks-00412000077183/
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-weeknight-cooking-cookbooks-00412000077660/
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/best-italian-cookbooks-00412000078454/
http://www.myrecipes.com/
http://www.cookinglight.com/magazine/november-2011-magazine-00412000073282/
http://www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/top-100-cookbooks-00412000073148/

12/7/12 Top 100 Cookbooks of the Last 25 Years - Cooking Light

Copyright © 2012 Time Inc. Lifestyle Group. All Rights Reserved. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our Terms of Use and Privacy
Policy ( Your California Privacy Rights). Ad Choices

www.cookinglight.com/cooking-101/resources/top-100-cookbooks-00412000073148/print-index.html 2/2


http://cgi.timeinc.net/cgi-bin/mail/dnp/terms_of_service.cgi/cookinglight
https://subscription.timeinc.com/storefront/privacy/cookinglight/generic_privacy_new.html?dnp-source=E
https://subscription.timeinc.com/storefront/privacy/cookinglight/generic_privacy_new.html?dnp-source=E#california
http://subscription-assets.timeinc.com/prod/assets/themes/magazines/default/template-resources/html/legal/ti-corp-behavioral.html

